-----Forwarded Message----- 
From: Timothy Eaton 
Sent: Jan 14, 2017 11:05 AM 
To: "haven.shoemaker@house.state.md.us" 
Subject: REQUEST YOUR SUPPORT TO ADD FRATERNAL ORGANIZATION TO THE SERVICE ORGANIZATION BILL. 


Honorable Haven Shoemaker,
Good morning.  My name is Tim Eaton, I reside at 3032 Monroe Street, Manchester, MD 21102.  I am writing to you today to ask your support for a bill which I understand will be introduced this session which will allow parity for Fraternal Organizations on the Western Shore with the Service Organizations.  It is my understanding that this bill is to be introduced by a member of the Howard County delegation and will be referred to your committee Ways and Means.
As you may remember, I am a member of the Westminster Elks #2277, I am currently the Exalted Ruler and also serve as the Maryland, Delaware and District of Columbia West District Veterans Chairman which covers the lodges in Westminster, Frederick, Hagerstown, Frostburg and Oakland.
Being a member of Westminster, I am sure you are aware of the charitable work in which we support on an annual basis.  Westminster Elks 2277 has over 50 years in the Carroll County Community and contributed over several millions dollars in cash and volunteers hours to help our community in their needs.
Since moving to Carroll County and transferring my membership Temple Elks Lodge 138 to Westminster Elks Lodge 2277, the lodge in that time has donated BOUT $18,000.00 annually to Scholarships, Carroll County Rape Crisis Center $1,000 annual, we support Carroll County Youth Services, we have sent 10 to 14 boys and girls to Elks Camp Barrett for Camp, we work with Sheppard Staff for both girls and boys from family that cannot afford to attend camp, additionally we  support for Carroll Food Sunday, Century High JROTC, Live, Laugh Hope, RCIS and the list goes on and on.  This year alone the Westminster Elks will donate over $50,000 to local charities.
Approval of this legislation will assist us in raising funds which will help in funding our activities and charitable donations.
I respectfully request that when this bill is introduced and referred to your committee that you support this and if you are so inclined to do so, I also request that you consider becoming a co-sponsor of this bill.
Thank You for your consideration of this request and if you have any questions or require any additional information from me, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,
Timothy Mark Easton
3032 Monroe Street
Manchester, MD 21102
360-509-0899 (Cell)
